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TIM. i . 9, 10. 


Knowing this, thay the Law is not 
made for a righteous Man, but 
for the Lawleſs and Diſobedient, 
for the Ungodly and for Sinners, 
for Unholy and Prophane, for 
Murderers of Fathers, and Mur- 
derers of Mothers, for Man-ſlay- 

ert, for Whoremongers, for them 
that defile themſelves with Man- 
kind, for Men-ſtealers, for per- 
jured Perſons, and if there be 
any other Thing that is ray 
to found Doctrine. 


H ER E are no Arguments of 
greater Force, againſt the Ene- 
mies of Religion, than the vari- 
ous Proviſions, made by human 
Laws, for the Prevention of Vice and Im- 
morality, For why ſhould any ſuch Pro- 
viſions 


6 De Le and Intent of 
viſions be made, if Vice was not known 
and acknowledged to be fatal and pernici- 


ous to the Happineſs and Welfare of Man 
Kind | ? 


IT is upon this Account alſo, as well as 
the natural Odiouſneſs and Deformity of it, 
that the divine Laws abaſh and diſcourage 


it, by the ſtricteſt Prohibitions and ſevereſt 


Penalties. A ſerious Enquiry into the Na- 
ture of God and Man will convince us, 


that we were created and defigned to be 
happy; and that, not only in a future 


State, but in the preſent, at all Times, and 


in all Stages of our Exiſtence. But then it 


js as evident, that this Happineſs could not 


be derived from, or built upon any Thing, 
but a virtuous Conduct: Becauſe it would 
have been inconſiſtent with the Character 


of a holy, wiſe, and good Being, to have 


annexed it to any Thing elſe. And there- 


fore, by the juſt Appointment of God, 
and the natural Conſtitution of Things, 
whatever Happineſs we can enjoy at pre- 
ſent, or hope for hereafter, is made the 


lovely Fruit of moral Virtues. In one and 


the ſame Deſign, therefore, do the Low 
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Divine and Human Laws. 7 


of God and Man conſpire, as they are 
made not for the Righteous, but for the 
Lawleſs and Diſobedient, for the Ungodly 
and for Sinners, and the ſeveral other Of- 


fenders enumerated in the Text. 


THe Apoſtle has here thrown together 
a conſiderable Number of vicious Charac- 
ters; the particular Deformities of which, 


I do not deſign to unfold, and lay before 


you ; but to raiſe ſome general Propoſitions 
from the Text, very proper to be ſeriouſly 


Conſider'd at all Times, and more eſpeci- 
| ally upon ſuch Occaſions as theſe. 


Taz Apoſtle's Words ſeem to imply, 


I, THAT Vice is the Cauſe of the Mi- 
ſery and Unhappineſs of the World. 


II. TnAr it is the great Deſign of all 
| Laws to prevent it, 


III. Tzar divine and human Laws do, 


in this View and Intention, mutually 


aid and aſſiſt each other, 


Wurx 
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Wurx I have offered my Thoughts 


upon theſe Particulars, I ſhall beg your At- 


tention to a few Inferences. 


| I. Vice is the Cauſe of the Miſery and 
Unhappineſs of the World, 


AnD this holds good both in private 


Characters, and publick Communities. 


The Reproaches of Reaſon, the Scorn and 
Contempt of the World, a diſtempered 
Body, and a ruined Fortune, do uſually at 


laſt convince every vicious Man, how hard 


and ſevere a Maſter he has ſerved. But what 


I would more willingly ſet before you at 
preſent is, the miſchievous Effect of Vice 
upon Society. 


Ir it be aſked, what it is that makes a 


Community flouriſh and proſper? I think 


the true Anſwer is, the diligent Attention 


of every Member to the Duties of his Sta- 


tion, and his unwearied Endeavours to a- 


dorn it. In the viſible Frame of the 


World, the admirable Beauty, Uſe, and 
= Comelineſs of it, ee upon that uner- 


ring 
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Divine and Human Laws. 9 
ring Regularity, which every Part of it 
obſerves; proceeding and returning in exact 
Time and Order, ſo as to forward and 
promote the neceſſary Operations of Na- 
ture, and to preſerve and continue them: 
So that if any one Part ſhould be diſorder- 
ed, the Whole would feel a Pang; if one 
* Member ſuffered, all would ſuffer with it. 
1 It is equally fo in moral Government, tho 
the Effects of a Diſorder may not be fo 
immediately or univerſally perceived. For 
where a Member of Society neglects his 
Charge, or acts out of it, there enſues a 
Defect and a Miſchief, as extenſive as tile 
Influences of his Station: The Duties of 
which ought to be every Man's grand Con- 
cern; his Eyes and Thoughts ſhould be ha- 
bitually upon them. But a Man, roving 
after irregular Pleaſures, or enſla ved to any 1 
ſingle unlawful Gratification, ſoon loſes Et 
Sight of his Duty, and ſeldom fixes his 0 
Thoughts upon it: For the favourite Paſ- 
ſion engroſſes, captivates, and ſubdues him. 
It either entirely ſcatters and diſunites his 
Thoughts, or faſtens them upon wrong 
Objects, ſo that he cannot give due Heed [| 
4 to the ſerious Buſineſs of human Life. i 
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10 The Uſe and Intent of 

How many Inſtances haye we in Hiſtory, 
in our own, as well others, of great and 
eminent Abilities, given for the Service of 
Society, and equal to any Duty in it, W | 
which were loſt and periſhed in the im- L 
moderate Indulgence of depraved and un- 
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Bur, becauſe, as I take it, the malig- 
nant Effects of Vice will be more evident 
from particular Inſtances, than general Re- 
flexions, I ſhall fix upon a few. Does not 
the Welfare of a Nation, in great Meaſure, 
depend upon the Induſtry of the People? 5 
And does not Induſtry depend upon Health, 2 
and both upon Temperance ? If the Bulk 5 
of a People is given up to Intemperance, 3 
this not only occaſions Idleneſs and a Ceſſa- 
tion of Buſineſs, but ſomething much worſe. 
It is uſually attended with a crazy Carcaſe, 
a clouded and diſabled Underſtanding ; ſo 
that a Man is loſt to himſelf, his Family, = 
and the Publick. For every uſeleſs Mem- 1 
ber of Society is really a Burden upon it. 1 
And it is not hard to conceive, how the 
univerſal Prevalence of this one Vice might 
even undo a Nation, and convert it into a 


Col- 
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Collection of ſick, worthleſs, and infigni- 


ficant People. We may obſerve here, as 
we paſs on, that, tho' Diſeaſes are looked 


upon as a natural Appendage to our Condi- 


tion, and, in ſome Sort, are ſo, the worſt 
of them may be fairly charged to the Vices 
of Men; and that, in the many miſerable 
Objects we meet, we may trace the cruel 
Prints and Footſteps of their own, or their 
Parents Folly. 


- AGAIN, what an odious Vice is Cove- 
touſneſs? How unfriendly to Mankind, as 


well as a Torment to itſelf! It ſnarls at 
every Virtue of a benign and generous Cha- 
rater. It is an Enemy to private Friend- 

ſhips, and publick Spirit. It can paſs by 


the Orphan and Widow, and all the Miſe- 


ries incident to us, without a Look, a Sigh, 


or a Prayer. And in that Crowd of una- 
voidable Calamities which beſet us, how 
miſerable muſt we needs be, without mu- 
tual Compaſſion and Aſſiſtance! No leſs 


pernicious, in the other Extream, is Lux- 


ury ; waſting, in an injudicious, undiſtin- 
guiſhing Manner, that Subſtance which 
ſhould bring Credit and Comfort to our- 


B 2 ſelves, 


12 The Uſe and Intent of 
ſelves, and do. great and extenſive Good 
to others. But, far from this, the Prodi- 


gal becomes a Tax upon his Friends, or 


the Publick, and, in lieu of the moſt de- 
firable State in this World, Freedom and In- 


dependency, is the Prey of the firſt Bidder, 


the Slave of any Man, or any Cauſe that 


will ſupport him. Once more; to thoſe. 
who retain a Senſe of what is lovely and 


of good Report; if there be any Virtue, 
any Praiſe, any Compaſſion in the World, 


how ugly and hateful muſt a wild ungo- 
verned Luſt appear! How truly pitiable is 
Innocence betrayed by dark Intrigues, and 
a Profuſion of faithleſs Promiſes | And how 


great, becauſe how undeſerved, is the Sor- 


row of a Family, injured by the brutiſh 
Attempts of wicked Men! And how much 
is ſuch a Misfortune aggravated by the 
Cruelty and Il|-nature of the World, 


which, blind and undiſtinguiſhing, fixes 
its Cenſures upon the Innocent as well as 


the Guilty! Shame and Diſgrace are two 


of the moſt inſupportable Evils of human 
Life, The Courage and Spirits of many 


have maſter d other Misfortunes, but the 
8 e wiſeſt 
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wiſeſt and beſt of Men have not always 
been found a Match for theſe. 
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I nave choſen to inſtance in Crimes too 
. common, and therefore eſteemed of a leſs 
* Size and Enormity, How much more 
glaring would be the Evidence againſt 
Vice, were I to purſue the Apoſtle's 
black Catalogue, and enlarge upon it? 
| But this would be a Burden upon your 
Patience. From the little that hath been 
1 ſaid, every reaſonable Man may diſcern 
3 the notorious Folly and Miſchief of all ſuch 
| | Arguments and Writings, as would con- 
. found the Diſtinctions of Virtue and Vice 
as arbitrary Things; and the ſtill greater 
Abſurdity and Perniciouſneſs of pretending 
to prove private Vices to be publick Bene- 
fits. Indeed, if a vicious Man could ſtand 
alone, and ſuffer by himſelf, his Character 
would not be ſo compleatly odious. But 
no Man can be barely his own Enemy : 
He 'muſt at leaſt detract from the Order 
and Beauty of Society, if he does not do 
ſome ſignal Miſchief to it. 


Now, 


_ 
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Now, 5 the Rule of Contraries, it 
follows, that, if Vice be the Bane of 
Society, Virtue muſt be the Life and 
Health of it. And if any Society ſubſiſts 
at all, it muſt be owing to the Virtue 
of ſome of its Members: For univerſal 
Vice can naturally produce nothing but 
univerſal Deſtruction. And I do not at all 


_ queſtion, if ſuch Things were capable of 


a nice Calculation, but that the Quantity 


of Happineſs or Miſery in the World, 


would be found to bear an exact recipro- 


cal Proportion to the Quantity of Virtue 
or Vice in it, With the greateſt Reaſon 


therefore have the wiſeſt Governments al- 
ways reſtrained the one, and cheriſhed and 


_ encouraged the other. This leads us on 


to conſider, 


II. Tur the great Degen of all Laws 
1s to 8 Vice. 


THE Law, fays the Apoſtle, 7s not 
made for the Righteous, but for the Law- 
leſs and Diſobedient, I take it for grant- 


ed, that every Man may uſe his Reaſon, 
and 
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and follow it, if he will. If this be not 
allowed, all the Diſputes and Diſcourſes 
in the World are about nothing, Now 


if Men from the Beginning had made 
Reaſon their Guide and Director, no po- 
ſitive written Laws would have been of 


any Uſe or Neceſſity; becauſe the right 


Application of the excellent Faculties of 
their Minds, would have been an effectual 


Bar againſt the Inlets, as well as the Over- 


flowings of Ungodlineſs. And as in ſuch 


a State there could have been no juſt Com- 
plaints, fo there would have been no Ap- 


pointment of Puniſhments, which are the 


| Sanction of moſt Laws, and the great In- 


ſtruments of reſtraining Vice; becauſe e- 
very Man would have found ſufficient En- 
couragements to Virtue, from the Reaſon- 


ableneſs and natural Rewards of it. But 


when all this was found, by Experience, 
not to be the Caſe, but that, on the con- 


trary, as Men multiplied, Wickedneſs in- 


creaſed; an apparent Neceſſity gave Birth 


to human Laws and Government, which i 
is, in Effect, nothing but a Combination 


of e Men againſt bad. 


AND 
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AND as this was the Riſe of human 
Laws, ſo I make no Doubt but it was the 
Occaſion of the Chriſtian Revelation alſo, 
We may, I think, ſafely admit all the fine 
Things which ſome Men of late have ad- 
vanced in Favour of human Reaſon. It 
is, doubtleſs, a Talent capable of the high- 
eſt Improvements, and might, if rightly 
applied, be ſufficient for all the Purpoſes 
of this Life and another. But this is not 
the Point in Debate. If it be capable of 
Improvement, it is equally ſubject to be 
debauched, obſcured, and abuſed. And 
that this was the Truth of the Caſe, and 
Matter of Fact, we need no other Evi- 
dence than the Heathens themſelves, the 
great Maſters of it. It did not prove in 
the Event, however excellent it be ſup- 
poſed, a ſufficient Security to the Morals 
of Men. And when the World, by long 
Experience, was convinced of this, then 
did God interpoſe, to revive, and eſtabliſh 
upon a firmer Baſis, all thoſe reaſonable 
Duties, which had almoſt been ſunk and 
forgotten. | 
3 | IF 


2 


I it be aſked, of what Service has Re- 


velation been to the World? Is it any bet- 


ter than it was before? It may be proved, 


that, in the Reformation of ſome remark- 


able Impurities, it is; and that it is not 


owing to any Defect in the Revelation, if 


the Morals of Men are not entirely a- 
mended and improved by it; but to the 
ſame Cauſes which defeated all the Uſe and 
Intent of Reaſon before a Revelation was 
given: So that if there be not now a 
ſufficient Proviſion againſt Wickedneſs, the 


true Anſwer is, that there can be none. 
If Men have Power to do Evil, or chuſe 
the Good, and will abuſe it, this cannot 
be avoided. Reaſon itſelf ſeems neceſſarily 
to imply Freedom and Choice, and all the 
Beings in the World, which have it, were 


created free to ſtand, or free to fall. And 


therefore Men, that will neither rule them- 
ſelves, nor be ruled, muſt expect, and be 
contented, to feel the Strokes of that Rod 
which' is prepared for the Back of Fools, 
- oftentimes in this World, but undoubtedly 


in the next, from a wiſe and righteous 
Governour of all Things. But tho' Men 
©: are 
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are ſo fooliſh and unreaſonable, it may be 
uſeful, 


III. Ix the third Place, if it be but to 


convince us of our Folly, to look into 
the Methods which have been taken to 


prevent Vice and encourage Virtue; and 


how, in this Regard, divine and human 
Laws do mutually aſſiſt each other, 


Tar greateſt Part of Mankind is, doubt- 
leſs, inconſiderate and raſh; affected moſt 


by preſent Appearances, and preſent Pains 
and Inconveniencies. Hence the Wiſdom 
and Neceſſity of penal Laws in human 
Governments. A Priſon and Diſgrace, a 


Scourge and hard Labour, are the beſt Ar- 
guments with ſome Conſtitutions; and 


when Crimes are of an enormous Nature, 
both in the firſt Fact, and ſad Conſequen- 
ces, a total Removal of the Offender, by 
Death, may be a neceſſary Severity. 


Bur notwithſtanding all this, without 
the additional Aid of divine Laws, the 
Peace and Happineſs of Society is but ill 


ſecured. It muſt have fallen under the 
3 Ob- 
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Obſervation of every one of us, how 
many real Miſchiefs and ſerious Evils are 
brought into the World, by the peſtilen- 
tial Breath of the Whiſperer and Back- 


biter, by the Proud, the Malicious, the 


Envious, and Revengeful: Crimes and 
Characters of a ſecret, dark, and diſguiſed 


Nature; open, indeed, to the Searcher of 


all Hearts, and ranked, and eſteemed, in 
his Account, amongſt the higheſt Provo- 


cations; but difficult to be comprehended 


in a general Syſtem of human Laws, or 


deſervedly puniſhed by them. 


THE quiet Enjoyment of our ſeveral 
Properties, is the ſubject Matter of moſt 
Laws. And yet by how many Arts and 


Frauds, the Inventions of wicked Men, 
is this daily violated, and the End and 


Intention of Law defeated, and preſent 
Vengeance eluded ? It 1s, beſides, no im- 


probable Suppoſition, that great Men may 
be wicked, be guilty of the greateſt Op- 


preſſions, and molt extenſive Injuries, and 


find Means, by the Power and Influence 
of their Station, to protect themſelves, and 


even glory in their Crimes, Now, that 
C2 Men 
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Men of any of theſe Characters, ſhould 
entirely eſcape without Animadverſion, and 
a juſt Cenſure, is inconſiſtent with every 
wiſe Meaſure of Government, and every 


Idea we have of a juſt and wiſe God. 


But take away the Conſiderations of Re- 


ligion, and the Apprehenſion of divine 


Inflictions, and they are at Liberty to ex- 


ecute every wicked Scheme they can de- 


viſe. Tempers of theſe ſeveral Kinds, 
can be awed and reſtrained by nothing, 
but the Dread of him who is Higher 


than the Higheſt, and is the Friend and 


Protector of his Creatures, and equally 
obſerves and hates the ſecret Knave, and 
mighty Villain, and the Hypocrite's painted 
Mak. : 


IT is, moreover, ſome conſiderable Com- 
fort and Alleviation (in ſome Caſes, 'tis all 
they can have) to the Sufferers by deſign- 
ing Men, or irreſiſtible Oppreſſors, to 
know, that the Triumphs of the Wicked 
are but ſhort: That there is a Day a 
coming, when the Scene ſhall be chang- 


ed, and their Caſe properly conſidered 


end adjuſted; when they who laugh 


now 
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now ſhall, in their Turn, learn to mourn 


and weep. 


Bur ſetting aſide all theſe Caſes, too 


poſſible, and too common ; it is, how- 


ever, a ſingular. Advantage, conſidering 
the different Tempers of Men, to be 
guarded againſt the Encroachments of Vice 
by a double Authority, the Laws of Man, 
and the ſevere Threatnings of divine Ven- 


geance: So that there can be no Eſcape 


from the one or the other, and porneys, 


in ſome flagrant Caſes, both. 


LET us advance a Step further, Let 
it be allowed, that human Laws are an 


impregnable Defence againſt Vice; yet 


where are their Encouragements to Vir- 
tue? She 1s generally left in this World 
to be her own Reward, or at beſt, to 


ſupport herſelf upon the thin Diet of po- 
pular APP, - 


To a virtuous Man, indeed, there is 
no Terror in the Sword of Juſtice; he 
ſhall not þe puniſhed or impriſoned, but 

ſhall 
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ſhall have the mighty Privilege to ſhift 
in the World as well as he can. Be it 
ſo; (which, however, is not always and 
 Invariably the Caſe) yet, is this ſuch a Spur 
to Virtue, as the reaſonable Aſſurance of 
the everlaſting Favour of God, and an 
Happineſs too big to be at preſent ex- 
preſſed or conceived ? 


Bur more than all this; if human Laws 
protect us from Vice, what Obligation 
do they lay upon us, what Inducements 
do they propoſe to univerſal Benevolence 
and Love? We know, we feel, that our 
preſent State is imperfect, expoſed to many 
great and unavoidable Calamities, under 

which we muſt often fink, if not ſup- 
ported. And not to mention the com- 
mon Ways of Beneficence, how much 
SGood might be privately done in the 

World, by the Well-diſpoſed, to decaying 
Families, unable to dig, and to beg a- 
ſhamed, to the Unfortunate and Unwil- 
ling to complain, and known only to be 
ſo to a few. But to no Act of this 
Kind, is any Man obliged by any hu- 


man 
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man Appointment, If we injure no Man, 
it will never be enquired, whether we 
have been the Friend and Patron of 
any. Here, again, the divine Laws ſhew 
their ſuperior Uſe and Excellency, bind- 
ing us, at the Peril of our everlaſting 
Intereſts, not to negle&, according to 
our Abilities, ſuch Opportunities of Kind- 
neſs and Goodneſs towards Men. It can- 
not be faid, but Society might ſubſiſt, 
and be tolerable, if Men could be re- 
ſtrain'd from all unjuſt Attempts upon 
one another: But it muſt be owned, 
at the ſame Time, that a diffuſive Ge- 
neroſity and Benevolence make it proſ- 
per and flouriſh, and throw a Smile 
over the whole Face of Nature. 


THE Inſerences, I ſhall detain you with, 
are theſe. 


IT appears, Firſt, from what has been 
faid, That the Chriſtian Religion is not 
ſo uſeleſs an Inſtitution, as ſome Men 
of late have delighted to repreſent it. 
The Enemies of it ſhew a real or af- 


fected 
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fected Concern for moral Duties; which, 


I am ſure, are much better ſupported 
by Arguments drawn from the Chriſtian 
Syſtem, than from any other which the 
Wit of Man can invent. They, whoſe 
Province lies chiefly in converſing with 
the Ignorant, and their Duty in inſtruct- 
ing them, may be allowed to ſpeak to 
this Point with ſome excuſable Confi- 


dence, To remind Men of the plain 


Precepts of the Goſpel, and to enforce 
them as the indiſpenſible Commands of 
the ſupreme Being, who will ſeverely 
puniſh, or greatly reward the Obſervance 


or Contempt of them, are Arguments 
which will affect them, if any will, and 
prevail: Whilſt all the fine Harangues 


upon the internal moral Senſe, and the 
abſtract Ideas of Beauty, Order and Har- 
mony, will be as unintelligible and ob- 
ſcure to them, as the darkeſt Parts of 
Revelation, upon which, eſpecially, its 
Enemies love to diſplay their ſcornful 
Talent. Nay, not only mean and un- 
cultivated Underſtandings, but Perſons, 
whoſe Senſe and Penetration in other 


1 Matters 


«1 


= Arguments as our late Moraliſts make uſe 
of. I do not mean, hereby, to diſparage 


Morality, or to detract from any Writ- 
er's Merit; but only to aſſert, that Chriſ- 
tianity is the beſt calculated Religion for 
the Bulk of Mankind ; becauſe other 
Schemes not only require great Attenti- 
on, and Steadineſs of Thought, but are 
really the moſt hidden Myſteries, to Men 


Reaſoning. 


more it is conſidered and examined, will 
the more approve: wſelf an Inſtitution ſa- 
lutary to the World, not only by the rea- 
ſonable Hopes and pleaſing Views it 0- 


Influences over us. 
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Matters, cannot be ſuſpected, will very 
difficultly comprehend the Force of ſuch 


any Arguments which tend to eſtabliſn 


not long trained and exerciſed in abſtruſe 


LITTLE, therefore, does that excel- 

lent Religion deſerve the Scoffs and Con- 
tempt which, of late, have been fo li- 
» berally beſtowed upon it; which, the 


| pens to us, but alſo by its, preſent happy 
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FROM what has been advanced, we i 
may obſerve, Secondly, The monſtrous In- 3 
conſiſtency and Folly of all thoſe who, © 
upon pretended Chriſtian Principles, would 
ſet aſide the Uſe and Authority of hu- 
man Laws and Government, or exempt ” 
themſelves, under the Notion of a ſpi- * 
ritual Character, from the Power of the 5 
ſecular Arm. Vice is not only an Of- 
fence againſt God, but alſo againſt the 
Civil Power, and deſerves to feel the 
Reſentments of it. Some general Expreſ- 
ſions in Scripture, miſunderſtood, or per- 
verted, may be a poor Cloke to ſuch 
Principles; but nothing is more evident, 
from the whole Tenour of the Goſpel, 
from the Conduct and Behaviour of our 
Maſter and his Apoſtles, as well as many 
expreſs Texts, than that human Govern- 
ment is agreeable to the Will of God. 
And, if Matters be duly conſidered, it 
will be manifeſt, that many of thoſe 
Chriſtian Rules, which ſeem to be cal- 


culated, merely for the private Peace and : 


Satisfaction of Mens Minds, are yet ſome | 
3 Eo as 
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of the beſt Preſervatives of Society. For 
a Mind thoroughly purged of Malice, 
Envy, Pride, and Ambition, and taken 
up in the Contemplation and Hopes of 
a glorious Immortality, will naturally grow 


regardleſs of preſent Advantages, and be 


leſs at Leiſure, leſs prone to form Schemes 
and Deſigns, which may e the 
preſerit * of the World. 35 


TrixDLYy, We 8 may diſcern, from 
what has been offered, the Wiſdom and 
Prudence of a virtuous Conduct, and 


the aſtoniſhing Impudence and F e of 


Vice. 


5 GOOD Man, when he reflects upon 


himſelf and bis Actions, enjoys not only 
the Satisfaction of the ſilent Applauſes 


of his Conſcience, and a pleaſing Fore- 
ſight and Aſſurance of future Happineſs; 


but the Pleaſure of his Reflections is 


doubled, by this Conſideration, that he 


has been a Friend to the whole World, 


and, in particular, to the Community to 
which he belongs. He knows he has 
„„ con- 
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contributed his Share, to that Peace, Or- 
der, and Righteouſneſs, which upholds 
and eſtabliſhes Society ; and therefore, that 

every Eye muſt behold him with Plea- 
ſure, and every Heart beſtow a Bleſſing 
upon him. His Prudence too diſcovers 
itſelf, inaſmuch as, in the ordinary Courſe 
of Things, he is ſure to paſs thro' the 
World with the leaſt Moleſtation from 4 
temporal Authority. The Magiſtrate is at |. 
leaſt bound to protect him; and from 
private Perſons, he cuts off all Occaſions 
of Malice and Ili-will; as few can be ſo 
gratuitouſly wicked, as to harm the Do- * 
ers of Good. But, and if he ſuffers for 3 
Righteouſneſs Sake, happy is he. To fal! 
in the Cauſe of Virtue, is even a Fate to 
be defired; as it is, doubtleſs, more eli- 
gible to leave the World with Honour, 
than live in it with Contempt, 


__ RE 


View now the contrary Character, 
The vicious Man's Conduct is not only 
offenſive to the juſt Governour of the 
World, but a daring Affront to every 

wiſe and good Man in it. He ſtands up, 
„ a with 
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with a brazen Forehead, in Oppoſition 
to the united Wiſdom of God and Man, 


He deſpiſes Authority, and tramples upon 


Law, and by his inſolent Attempts upon 


thoſe great Securities of our preſent Hap- 
pineſz, is letting in a Flood of Miſery 


and Confuſion among Men. For this 


would unavoidably be the Caſe, were his 
Example univerſally followed. He has, 


therefore, no Plea againſt the ſevereſt 
Puniſhments ; becauſe no one Man more 


than another, can have any Grant or Pri- 


vilege to offend, The Laws of God and 


Reaſon bind. all alike, and are equally 
indiſpenſable. How ſingular then is his 


Folly! He knows that the Magiſtrate 
beareth not the Sword in vain, and that 


it was not. put into his Hand to ruſt 


and be idle; and yet he provokes and 


challenges that Vengeance, which often 
deſervedly overtakes him. The many un- 
happy Wretches, who are uſually to be 


met with upon ſuch Occaſions as theſe, 
| ſhould be an effectual Leſſon to us againſt 


a vicious Conduct. If we imitate their 


Examples, we | ſhall 'tis great Odds, ſhare 


their 


» 
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their Fate, and be Partakers in their Pu- 


niſhments, as well as their Crimes. 


LasTLy, Let all of us lay this Con- 


ſideration to Heart, (becauſe it equally 
concerns us all) That it is God, and not 
Man, who governs the World; and that 
it is inconſiſtent with the Idea and Qua- 
lities of a juſt and wiſe Governour, to 
let Wickedneſs paſs unpuniſhed, At one 
View he beholds the Greateſt and Low- 
eſt of Mankind, and hates Vice in every 
Character. None of us are too inconſi- 


derable for his Notice, or a Match for 
his Power. The dark Arts and Frauds 
of the Cunning and Hypocritical are o- 


pen to him ; neither doth he regard the 
Perſons of Men, or make any partial Al- 
lowances to their preſent Power, Station, 
or Intereſt in the World. So that if our 
Vices ſhould chance to eſcape human Cen- 
| ſures, they lie naked before him, who is 


higher than the Sons of Men, and will 
one Day do Right to his own Laws and 


Eſtabliſhment. If we reaſon or think 


| otherwiſe, tis a Fondneſs and Partiality 


that 
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that will deceive us: For God is not, 
cannot be mocked ; but whatſoever a Man 
ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. 


TO bim, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honour, 
doration and Thanks, now, and for ever ! 


BOOKS printed N CLARKE, in 
Duck-Lane. 
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